
 

May 2019 Newsletter 
2019 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M. Please note that 

not all regular meetings this year are on the 2nd 

Saturday.) 

May 5: Austin Heitzman, How to display your 

bonsai. 

May 17-19th: Fort Worth Bonsai Society Exhibit. 

Rose Room. 

June 8: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop 

July 13: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug.10: TBD 

Sept.14: TBD 

Oct.12: TBD 

Oct.?: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. Date to be 

determined. 

Nov. 9: Sylvia Smith Workshop 

Dec.7: Christmas Party 

 
Best in Show at the LSBF/ABS Convention! 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
  

 Well it looks like Spring is finally upon us. 

The weather has been great in North Texas for the 

last few weeks and my Bonsai are very happy. This 

is a great time of year for bonsai in North Texas. My 

trees are looking great and starting to really grow out. 

Lots of trimming back and styling. 

 The convention in Houston was a great 

success and the FWBS was well represented at the 

convention. This was probably one of the best 

conventions I have attended. The Houston Bonsai 

Society did a fantastic job. They have really set the 

bar high. If you did not get to attend the convention 

you can visit the FWBS web site and see some of the 

great trees that were on display. 

  In addition to the convention our membership 

also had a good turnout at the Japanese Garden 

Spring Festival. Although the Festival had to be 

cancelled due to weather on Saturday it sounds like 

Sunday was a great success. A big thank you to 

Roger and all the FWBS club members who helped 

out on Sunday. It looks like we sold all the small 

junipers and in addition had a few people sign up to 

become members of the club. That is what I call a 

success. Thanks so much to all who help make this 

club grow. 

 May is going to prove to be another busy 

month for the FWBS. May 5th Austin Heitzman will 

be on hand to give a lecture on display of bonsai. This 

is a Sunday meeting so again watch the calender 

carefully this year as not all the regular meetings are 

on the 2nd Saturday. 

 We are also having our Fort Worth Bonsai 

Society Exhibit May 17th- 19th. We usually meet 

Friday evening the 17th. to set up the display. This is 

an all hands on event and we could use all the help 

we can get to assemble the back drops and display 

tables. This usually only takes a couple hours to set 

up depending on the turn out. The show is Saturday 

and Sunday so get those trees ready for display. This 

is a really fun show where we get to display our trees 

to the general public. We will usually need several 

members who can volunteer to stay at the show to 

answer questions and promote our club to the public. 

 Please remember to visit the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society web site. Most of our new members 

have learned about us through this site. Please 

check it out and sign up. Everyone is encouraged to 

add bonsai related information. I’m hoping we can 



get some more participation and continue to generate 

interest in our club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

  In addition to our website we now have a 

Facebook page that is up and running. Please make 

recommendations for our site.  

  I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 

know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 

year, 

Happy Styling, 

Dan  

 

Happening in May 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

 

Austin Heitzman presentation:  

Our May meeting will be on Sunday the 5th of May. 

We will have Austin Heitzman who is a furniture 

maker based in Portland Oregon. He specializes in 

custom furniture and bonsai stands made from 

locally salvaged city trees.   

He will demonstrate the best way to display your 

trees so we encourage you to bring a tree you would 

like to display. 

 

2019 Bonsai Show: 
Our annual bonsai show at the botanical gardens will 

be Saturday May 18th and Sunday May 19th with 

setup on Friday night.  So now is the time to get your 

best trees ready for display.  Spread the word out to 

all your friends so we can have a good turnout for the 

show as well as the one we had at spring fest.  More 

details will follow shortly.   

 

FORT WORTH BONSAI SOCIETY 

PRESENTS: 

AUSTIN HEITZMAN 
 

 Austin Heitzman is a furniture maker based 

in Portland Oregon. He specializes    in custom 

furniture and bonsai stands made from locally 

salvaged city trees. His pieces are influenced by a 

deep love of nature and an appreciation for Japanese 

art cultivated through his exploration of bonsai. 

Austin likes to contrast refined carving and clean 

lines with the natural defects in the tree making each 

piece a collaboration between himself and nature.  

 

       
 

      

 
 

 Austin's presentation will detail traditional 

bonsai display; how to pair an appropriate stand with 

your tree and pot, and correct use of a Jita for an 

accent. It will also go over contemporary American 

bonsai display and creative use of wooden material 

to make your display stand out.   

 Presentation is on Sunday, May 5th, 2019 at 

9:00am. At Fort Worth Botanical Gardens 

 

Japanese Garden Spring Festival: 
 Even though the Spring Fest was cut short by 

the weather on Saturday we still had a fantastic day 

on Sunday.  The weather was wonderful and the 

turnout of spectators was fantastic.  We sold all but 5 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


of the Junipers we had and signed up 3 new 

members, two of which were family memberships. 

 

 
Ficus on display. 

 

 
Bonsai for sale. 

 

 
Dawn Redwood Forest Planting. 

 

 
Some trees even made it to the exhibit while their 

owners were away at the Houston Convention. 

 

Japanese Gardens Bonsai Collection 

(JGBC) 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

The following is a copy of the flyer for the public at the Exhibit 

site. 

BONSAI TREE EXHIBIT 

East deck of the Treasure Tree Gift Shop. 

 

The Bonsai Exhibit at the Japanese Gardens is sponsored by 

the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. We worked out a plan for this 

pilot program that will lead to a larger, permanent bonsai 

exhibit in another part of the Gardens.  This is the beginning 

of our second full season.  Your feedback will help us define 

our direction for the future. 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

About the Exhibit Trees: April, 2019 

Left-     Japanese Boxwood 

                     (Buxus japonica) 

A broadleaf evergreen, the boxwood is a common landscape 

shrub and a very good starter plant for the bonsai beginner.  

This tree was nursery stock that has been developed into a 

bonsai tree over the last 15 years. 

19+ years old. 

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

 

Center-   Green Mound Juniper 
                        (Juniperus procumbens ‘nana’) 

A common landscape juniper in this region.  This tree was 

donated to the JG by a beloved volunteer, Darwin Boesch. We 

are privileged to have this tree styled by Bjorn Bjorholm, a 

well-known, world bonsai artist.   

25+ years old.  

From the Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection. 

 

 

Right-     Trident Maple 

                     (Acer buergerianum) 

A deciduous tree in nature, the Trident Maple is named for it’s 

3-lobbed leaf. An excellent tree for bonsai beginners, it will 

grow a large trunk and nebari (root flair/base). Both very 

desirable goals of the bonsai art. 

13+ years old. 

From the Mark Bynum Collection 



***************************  

This Bonsai Exhibit for the Japanese Garden is dedicated to 

the memory of Jackie Paul, bonsai enthusiast and member of 

the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. She was a mentor to many of 

us in the Society.  Her generous donation allowed this 

program to be possible. 

 

**************************** 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months on the 

second Saturday at 9am-noon at the Garden Center building. 

All are welcome. 

For more information about bonsai art, our Society, meeting 

dates, and how you can start your own tree, please go to our 

website below.  

fortworthbonsai.org 

Donations: If you have a bonsai tree that needs a home, 

consider donating it to the Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection. 

Contact the Fort Worth Bonsai Society or the staff of the 

Treasure Tree Gift Shop. 

 

JGBC-Brochure Insert #3, 4-19 

 

MAY BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 Bonsai Tonight has some great articles on the 

LSBF-ABS show and seminar held in Houston in April.  

Jonas spends some time expounding on the great diversity 

to be found in our Texas bonsai collections.  Whatever 

your level of expertise is you all deserve a pat on the back 

for your work in learning how to grow them.  

 May is the time to continue work on most species 

of bonsai, do leaf pruning if necessary, debud azaleas if 

too many buds, start repotting tropicals, plan for summer 

protection, and treat for spider mites again. 

 In general, May is the time you do leaf pruning if 

you have to do it.  If you have kept the new growth 

pinched properly, you have been getting the ramification 

usually attributed to leaf pruning.  The only good reason 

for leaf pruning is to replace foliage that has been 

damaged by wind or insects.  On some individual plants 

that have large foliage, the new foliage will sometimes be 

smaller.  Leaf pruning should be done after the spring 

foliage has matured and supplied the tree with enough 

nutrients to produce a good crop of new foliage.  It must 

be done well before the summer heat causes the plant 

growth to slow or stop.  I consider the very latest time in 

this area to be Memorial Day.  Leaf pruning is done only 

on very healthy trees and never on the atropurpeum type 

of Japanese maple (Bloodgood is one).  The tree should 

be fertilized 7 - 10 days before the operation. Cut the 

stems of those leaves that have them (maples) or cut 

across the leaf about 1/16 inch from the twig if leaves are 

attached directly on the twig (elms).  It will not need as 

much water until the new foliage has developed. 

 I like to remove extra buds on azaleas so that the 

flowers have room to open fully.  When the azaleas finish 

bloom remove all seed pods and do any reshaping that is 

necessary.  You have 2-2 1/2 months (that is until mid-

July) to work on them.  They will start setting buds for 

next year’s flowers at that time. 

 When the nighttime temp stays above 60 degrees 

it is time to start repotting the tropical material.  Since 

there are so many different requirements for tropicals I 

will not try to cover their individual needs here.  But in 

general, I like to put them in shade and mist them until the 

new growth starts. 

 Warm humid days are favorable for fungal 

growth.  Watch for mildew, black leaf spot on elms and 

yaupons, among other.  As an organic control you can use 

baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) or better use Potassium 

bicarbonate that you can get at a nursery.  Hydrogen 

peroxide in a 1% solution (mix 1 part of the normal 3% 

commercial product with 2 parts water) can be used on 

mature foliage.  It may burn tender foliage but its only by-

product is water. 

 If you have insect problems you will need to 

apply your control, whatever you use, several times.  For 

example, spider mites may go thru the cycle from egg to 

adult to egg in as little as 5 days.  Therefore you should 

spray 4 times 5 days apart.  Other insects will have a 

different cycle but that schedule should take care of 

almost everything. 

 Aphids, spider mites, and scale continue to be the 

most prevalent insects.  Chemical controls may be used if 

you desire.  A systemic type will be best for scale.  

Always follow the label directions explicitly. Do not use 

an oil based spray on buttonwood.   

 I use the foliar spray of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, 

molasses, and apple cider vinegar (1 tablespoon each per 

gallon of water).  Scale is the most difficult because it is 

usually covered with a waxy coating.  You may need to 

use a horticultural oil mixed as directed on the label.  Be 

sure that the direction you read is for summer use as some 

have two dosages given, one for dormancy (usually the 

first and strongest) and one for summer.  Always check to 

see if your plant is included on the label.  Please note: the 

commercial organic spray sold as Garret Juice does not do 

the same as the above mixture. Use it as a fertilizer only. 

 If you see damage to the foliage or the plant is not 

doing well, look for other problems and if you don’t 

recognize the culprit ask you favorite nurseryman for 

help. 

 Start checking your pots to see if the sun is 

heating them up.  Our summer sun shining on dark pots 

can make the soil temperature soar and kill the roots.  Try 

putting your hand on the pot.  Roots are living organisms 

and cannot take high temperatures any more than you can.  

Heating also dries out the soil making you water more 

often.  Any number of ways of keeping the pots cool will 

work, the requirement being to prevent the sun from 

getting to them.  An inch or more of air space around the 

pot is desirable.  I do not care for the aluminum foil 

methods because I don’t care to have the light reflected 



into my eyes.  A simple cloth with a slit to go around the 

trunk works fine, but weigh it down with a rock.  

 Remember all the work that you did in the spring?  

Keep the new growth trimmed so that you haven’t wasted 

your time.  While trimming or watering check the wiring 

periodically and remove it before it damages the branch.  

If the branch springs back some rewire it. 

 If you are not on a regular organic foliar/drench 

feed schedule be sure to use fertilizer cakes with 

supplemental feeding with a good liquid fertilizer, one 

that includes the minor elements.  Most bonsai I see are 

malnourished.  The liquid water soluble fertilizer gets 

washed out with the next watering and the tree starves 

until the next infrequent feeding.  There are a number of 

fertilizers in pellet or cake form on the market or you can 

make your own. 

 At a convention I once watched two good artists 

working on black pine. One had the student cut all needles 

to 1/4 inch.  The other had them pluck all old needles and 

left the 1 year needles full length. Both techniques will 

work if followed by the correct care for that technique.  

For this reason I don’t say much on conifers in this 

column.  Whichever way you do it you should learn the 

complete method of your instructor and not mix them.  

Don’t change methods unless you have a very good 

reason.  Then it may take a full year to get everything on 

track. 

 

Best Texas Native Bonsai Award from Convention. 

 
Mark’s entry into the LSBF Convention exhibit. 

 

Thanks to Steven for the LSBF convention pictures. More 

convention pictures and pictures from the Japanese 

Garden Spring Festival will be shown in upcoming 

newsletters, as space permits. 

 

 

  

  

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net
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